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+ Right Honourable; 


D1d not defign that the follow 

Sermon ſouls bave nels Ji. 

wiſe publick than from the Pulpit ; 
but fince you bave been pleaſed to think 
it morthy of beang fo = the Preſs , 


 T bumbly recommend it to your Pa= 


A 2 tronage, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tronage; and have. no more to-do, but 
to bifeech Almighty God, that it may 
proſper mn the' work whereunto 1t 15 
ſent, and that every one that ſball 


read it, may reap ſome benefit by 1t. q 
Which is the hearty defire of 11= 2 | 
.Right Honourable; . '% 


Your moſt humble Servant; 


Ce. 


 Willam Pinaar, 
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kin 2) of an excellent ſpirit. 


229 Har all true Knowledge 
W does very much enlarge 

all the Faculties of the 
Soul, and enable —_ to 
perform their ſeveral Fun= 


and vivacity , is evident from the nature 
of. Truth., 'whoſe property it is to make us 
Free, to deliver our Minds from the In- 
cumbrances of Ignorance and Errour,to raiſe 
them from that vale of darkneſs and miſery 
wherein they would otherwiſe lie grove- 
ling, and to endue us with true amplitude 
and ingengity of ſpirit. And hence it came to. 

pals, — ſome men who had no other con- 
Gut but the light of Nature, whoſe Employ- 
ment it was to ſeek after Wi ſdom, were many. 
of them Men of ſuch raiſed capacities, and-; 
every way ſo fitted to ſerve their generayi--. 
ons ; that they kept the World fron being; 
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over-run with Barbariſme and ſtupidity ; | 
and by cultivating of Arts, eſtabliſhing So- 
cieties, and enlarging of Commerce and | 
Converſation, did ſweeteg the empers of + ade 
Mankind, made themi become more ſervice- * © © 
able to one another, and in ſome meaſure 
anſwer the ends of their Creation. Ir was 
Wiſdom and Knowledge which made them 
the bleſſing and ſecurity, as well as the glory 
of their ſeveral Ages ;- this which enrolled 
their Names in the Anzals of their Countries, 
and makes the World in after-Ages, have 

"*thore than ordinary Kindneſs for their Me- 
mories. And indeed not without reaſon,fince 
itis Wiſdom and Underſtanding that makes 
one man much more uſeful,and ſo more ya- 
luable than another ; without which, the 
great things of this World, Birth, and Wealth, 
and Jonour, cannot give any great matter 
of Commendation ; it is Wiſdom alone 
which makes theſe things becomeg Illuſtri- 
ous, this which gives the preheminence, that 
ennobles and advances our Nature, that is 
more precious than Rubies, and all the things that 
Jou can deſire, are not to be compared unto her. 

-  Andthisis in ſome meaſure true of that 
Witdom and Knowledge which firs a man ; 


for 
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pon Prov. xvy."V. 27. 

for'the prudent management of the affairs of 
this life., Which gives him an ififight into 
the Narutes of Things, and Conſequences of 
Actions ; which makes a man an able Poli- 
tician,or an acute Naturali/t; which acquaints 
him with the Nature, Humonrs, arid Paſsions 
of Mankind ; enables him to apply himſelf 
properly to them; and {o to manage them, 


as to make their contrary ſtudies, inclinati- 


ons, and afteRions,. joyntly conſpire ro ad- 
vance the Commit goods! ; eng no 
But it is-in a far more eminent: ale erue 
of that Divine Wiſdom which the King of 
1/rael fo much recommends to us-inthigBook 
of Praverhs ;; the Excelleney -andUiſcfitine( 
whereof he had. fourid out; both by deep 
confideration., and by trial 'and practice. 
Thietefore des he Exhort. us, t all our getting, 
to. get 9a. nem for Wi ſedan 4 the primci- 
pal- thing, chat which we are to lay as the 
foundation of - our happineſs; that (he ſha 
brig thee to Honour when thou do$t embrace'her, 
ſhe fhall-give-to thine head an ornament of Grace, 
and encompaſs thee with a Crown of Glory. 
That therefore Bleſſed is the man that heareth 
her, watching daily at her gates; For, If thou be 


this 9 thou AY be _— for thy ſelf. This 
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will eftabliſh thy heart in that which is 
good, will refine thy ſpirit, and raiſe thy 
Mind above the delights and fatisfa&tions of 
the Men of the World. "This will give thee 
other pleaſures than they are acquainted 
with, and will miniſter Comforts which they 
cannot receive. This will be the conſtant 
uide and ſecurity of all thy wayes,and will 
preſerve thee from falling into the ſnares of 
Sin and Miſery ; For he that watketh uprightly, 
walketh ſurely ; the Law of the wiſe'is the foun- 
tain of life ; and a man of Underſtanding is of an 
Excelſere fbirit.' tf 0 09 | 
© Andhere inthe: firft place it may not be 
amifs'to/obferve, That rhere is a different 
reading of theſe words ſet down in the Mar- 
genr of our Bible, where that which in the 
Text 1s called an excellent ſpirit, is inthe Mar- 
gent;a coot'ſþirit, i.e, aſpirit not eafily provo- 
ked, ſuch as is long-ſuffering and patient, not 
quick in reſenting injuries; in the Septuagint, 
paxg53uues; a ſedate and calm temper of mind, 
thar is not apr to fly out upon any provoca- 
tion into rage and paſſion. And this read- 
ing ſuits well with the foregoing part of the 
Verſe, He that hath knowledge, ſpareth his words, 
{. e, a Wiſe. man. is ſlow to ſpeak, as St.. James, 
- & I. 
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upon Prov. xvij. v. 27. 

C. 1. 19. expreſſeth it ; is wary and delibe- 
rate in his talk ; in oppoſition to profuſe and 
impertinent babling in Common Converſa- 
tion, to vain boaſting and vaunting ones 
ſelf, ro Blabbing of Secrets, and to being 
prone to anger and impatience. Thus he 
that hath knowledge, ſþareth' his words, is ſlow to 
ſpeak ; and a man of Underſtanding is of a 
cool ſpirit, is alfo aye to wrath. 

- Bur indeed the whole ſenſe of the Text 
cannot be comprehended in that narrow no- 
tion, as our Tranſlation ſhews, and fome 
Critiques have obſerved upon it ; and there- 
fore I ſhall conſider it in its fulleſt Latitude, 
and conſequently the Marginal ſenſe will be 
taken in, in my handling of it. Which E 
ſhall do by endeavouring to clear theſe- 
things: 

1. Who is this Man of Underſtanding, 
what kind of Wiſdom is it - that denominates 
| him, and upon what grounds he is called a 
Wiſe man. | 


2. What this Excellency of ſpirit is,and what 
are thoſe things eſpecially that manifeſt: 


KK, 


2. How this Wiſdom contributes tro the: 


ennobling of the Mind, ſo as to-make a man. 
It 


5 


's 


works as theſe, js fooliſhneſs with God. Ando. 


Dn_—— 


- dA -Sertnon Frevthed-- 
in whom -it reſides, . be emphatically cal- 
led one of an Excellent ſpirit. : 0 INE 
. '1. Who is this Man of Undesſtanding, 
what kind of Wiſdom, ec. "0 | 
Now by Underſtanding and Wiſdom, all 
along this Book, as in molt places of Holy 
Scripture,is meant the {incere practiſe of true 
Religion, Fearing of God, and keeping his 
Commandements. To honour, and to 
ſerve, and to love 'God, to believe in him, 
and to rely upon hit, to acknowledge him 
in all our wayes,to make our Prayer always 
before him, and to behave our ſelves ſo as 
always under his all-leeing eye ; to dounto 
others ſo as'we our {elves would be done 
unto; to govern our natural - appetites ac- 
cording to the dictates of Reaſon and Reli- 
gion, to make all our paſſions inſtruments of 
righteouſneſs, 7and to perform” thole-duties 
in our ſeveral relations which God,and Man 
expect from us, and fo as to adorn the Do- 
&rine of Jeſus Chriit in all things; thele are 
the inſtances of 'that Divine Wiidom which 
the Holy Seripture 'recommends unto us ; 
and all - tn Underſtanding, Prudence, and 
Policy,which does not manifett it ſelf in ſuch 


walk 
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apon"'Paov. xvij. v.27. 
walk contrary to God in thoſe revelations of 
his Will which he has made known unto us, 
to live without any conſideration of his Be- 
ing, or Providence ; For a weak and infirm 
Creature to behave himſelf fo,as owning no 
dependance that he has upon the Almighty ; 
ro: provoke Him to anger, who can with 
the meaneſt word of his Mouth, deſtroy and 
ruine us for ever ; to bring upon our ſelves 
ſeveral Diſeaſes by an immoderate indulging 
of our appetites; to lay in matter for future 
repentance, by now walking after the Luſts 
of the Fleſh; to run the certain hazard of 
undergoing the greateſt Mileries that can 
befal humane nature, for the ſhort pleaſures 
of fin; 'Thele are the inſtances of the grea- 
teſt madneſs and folly that any man can pofli- 
bly be guilty of ; and to do thus, is the cha- 
racter of one that hates Knowledge, of one 
that is a Fool, and has no Underſtanding. 
For in the iſſue of things, he will be found 
the onely wiſe man,thar Fears the Lord,and 
that departs from evil, Now that the Vir- 
tnous and Religious man 3s really a man of 
Underſtanding, and upon what account he is 


ſo, will appear by conſidering theſe Two 
things : YN 
0 1, Be- 


Lo 


[1 


1. Becauſe he underſtands, and :purſues 
ſteadily, that which is his trueſt intereſt, and 
makes all other things give way-to it; _ -- - | 

2. Becauſe he governs himſelf Commen- 


dably in that Station and Capacity which he  - 


poſſeſſes in the World,and in thoſe variety of 
Accidents which befall him in ir. Now he 
that has made choice of the beſt End; and 


uſes all ſuitable means to obtain ; that go- 
verns his affairs diſcreetly, and:behayes higg- :.. 


felf ſo inall conditions, -as to gain Credit to 
himſelf, and his profeſſion, may well be ſty- 
led an Underſtanding Man. But thus a Vir- 
tuous and Religious Man does ; For 

x1. He underſtands, and purſues ſteadily 


that which is his trueſt intereſt, and makes 


all other things give way to ir. 

For if it be poſſible that all thoſe great 
things which are talked concerning, Immor- 
tality, and a Future Life ſhould be true ; If 
there may be indeed a God that governs the 
World, that has placed man in it, in a ſtate 
capable of receiving much advancement; If 
he obſerve thoſe Laws. which he has given 
co him ; Ifthis God may bring us all toJudg- 
ment, and may reward or puniſh us,accord- 
ing as we {hall have ſpent our lives here ; If 


theſe 
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upon Prov. XViy. V. 27. 

theſe Rewards and Puniſhments may chance 
to prove Eternal, and to anſwer that cha- 
racer which has been given of them ; then 
the Religious man who lives ſo as if theſe 
things really were to come to pals, does in ſo 
doing purſue his trueſt intereſt ; becaule 
there is ſo little proportion betwixt the 
things of this life, and thoſe which are ſaid 
to concern the other ; thoſe things if they 
{ſhould be, will ſo infinitely tranſcend all our 
affairs here ; that theſe cannot he our inte- 
reſt when they are put in the ballance againſt 
thoſe ; and he cannot be a wile man, that 
would not take ſome pains and care to ſecure 
the falling out of ſuch a chance, 

Burt now if thoſe things be very probable, 


| andthere be very great likelihood that the 


Soul ſhall prove Immortal , and live for 
ever, either in endleſs Joyes, or Miſeries, and 
that according to its works hEe ; If it be ve- 
ry unlikely that the Sinner who has lived 
without God in the World, without all ſenſe of 
his Providence, of-his Holinels,of his Juſtice, 
{ſhould ar laſt eſcape the Divine Vengeance, 
and that his {ins ſhould not at laſt find him 
out ; If it be probable, that the fruits of his 
doings-ſhall be at laſt-given to him, whileſt 

C the 
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the Righteous ſhall be for ever happy in the 
enjoyment of the Love and Mercy of God, 
whom he fairhfully ſerved here : then foes 
the Pious Man purſue indeed his trueſt in- 
tereſt, and upon better grounds then they do 
who venture ſome part of their Eſtates in 
Merchandiſe, and by way of Trade to bring 
in more; in as much as if the Pious man's 
hopes ſucceed, of which there is as great a 
probabilicy as there can be,it will more abun- 
dantly requite him : and if they ſhould nor, 
yet his loſs would be very inconſiderable ; 
and he that will not run the hazard of 2 
tmall loſs, ſuppoſing that fome hazard were 
co be run, to gain a return ten thouſand times 
exceeding his venture,runs counter to all the 
wildom and providence of this world, and 
indeed is a moſt unfir man to live,and chrive 
in it, | 
But now laſtly, If alas all this prove very 
Certain, If verily there be a reward for the Righ- 
teous , and doubtleſs a God that qudgeth in "te 
rarth-; ; If God will cettainly render tribulation 
and anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth evil, 
but glory, honour, and peace to every man that 
worketh good ; If1 we ſhall as certainly die, as 
we donow live ; and as certainly after death 


be 


upon PRov. XVI. V. 27. 
be brought ro Judgment, and receive the 
things that we have done in the body,as that 
we ſhall die ; If ſuch ſhall be our portion in 
that Future Eternal ſtate to which we are all 
haſting, as we have choſen here: And if we 
have as great proof and evidence of theſe 
things, as the nature of then will admit, and 


any re:lonable man would deſire to have; 


If the wileſt part of all Mankind in all Ages 
of the World, have not been cheated, and 
abuſed, and mad, when they did believe 
them, made Laws, adminiſtred Juſtice, 
and governed the World thereafter ; It we 
may trult the Teſtimonies of our own Con- 
{ciences,and every man's heart when'it gives 
him ſecret warnings of them, has nor pur a 
trick upon us, and to no purpole fallly alar- 
med us, when there was nothing bur {ha- 

dow to diſturb us ; If God himſelf who can- 
not lie, has not born witnels to a Falſhood, 
when he has art ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, aſcertained theſe things to the 


World ; If the Teſtimony'ot one that.came 


to us from the dead; even of our Lord who 
brought Life and Inmortality to light , may 
be thought convincing ; It the Word of God, 
the Bloud of Martyrs, the-Profeflion of the 
TNT C 2 __ Church, 


IT 
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Church, or the Belief of the World, can 


make this Truth evident beyond all rational 
contradiction, as without controverhe they 
do: Then 1s it equally evident , that the 
Religions man who governs his life accord- 
ing to theſe principles, muſt needs by ſo do- 
ing purſue his trueſt intereſt. For if theſe 
things certainly be, which you ſee we have 
all the reaſon in the world to believe,ic muſt 
be more a man's intereſt to ſecure his own 
Soul, then it could be to gain the whole 
world ; all the moſt defireable things of this 
preſent life, will not ballance the loſs of the 
Soul, For what ſhall it profit a man, If he ſhall 


gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul or 


what ſhall a man give in exchange for his Soul ? 

And therefore,the Pious Man who makes 
all the things of this World give way to this 
Grear Intereſt; who prefers this in his choice, 
and takes care firſt to ſecure this, and what- 
ever may become of his temporal affairs, is 
reſolved not to loſe himſelf eternally ; This 
man who is thus wiſe for himſelf, in things 
of infinitely great moment: muſt needs be a 
wiſe and underſtanding man, 


2. He iso, becauſe he governs himſelf 


Com- - 


pon Prov. xviy. V. 27. 
Commendably in that ſtation and capacit 
which he poſleſſe; in the World, and in hob 
Accidents which may befall him 1n it. 

By which is not meant, that a Virtuous 
man may be never guilty of any indiſcre- 
tions ; or that he is always able tro manage 
his affairs ſo dextrouſly in the World, as to 
be look't upon by others as a ſhrewd man, 
and one that has more than an ordinary in- 


| fight into things : but this is underſtood, 


4 - 


namely, that making that allowance for 
mens natural tewpers, and parts, and way 
of Education, their Converſe, and way of 
Living in the world,and ſeveral ſuch things, 
upon which the variety of mens abilities = 
buſineſs muſt depend ; a Virtuous man ſhall 
certainly out-ſtrip him that is not ſo, in the 
true management of thoſe affairs which Pro- 
vidence ſhall call him unto ; and whatſo- 
ever the iſſues of his labours are, ſhall more 
adorn that ſtation which he poſleffes in the 
World. For he that lives under a conſtant 
ſenſe of God's Providence, that knows that 
is not placed in the World at all adventure, as 
the Atheiſt fooliſhly thought, Wi/dome 2. But 
that God has determined the bounds of our 
habitation ; that he has ordered every man 
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his Province, and what labour and work he 
ſhould be buſted about until the Evening, 


till the Night comes Wherein no man can Work ; 


He that knows very well that God governs 


the World wiſely, and according to his own 
good pleaſure ; thar the fuccels of all our 
actions proceeds from his bleſſing alone, and 
that therefore lives in a conſtant dependance 
upon this Wiſe Dilpoler of all things,and in 
an entire reſignation of himſelf, and his af- 
fairs to his good Providence; he that ſtudies 
to be quiet, and ro do his own buſineſs, and 
meddles not with thoſe things which be- 
ſpeak men buhte-bodies in other mens mar- 
ters: Ina word, he that has learned in what 
ſtate ſoever he is, therewith to be content, 1s fit to 
live Commendably j 12 any eſtate, for pol- 
ſefling an even and equal remper of Mind, 
he will live humbly, cthankfully,and warch- 
fully, and fo make every condition become 
advantageous ro him. 

- If he be in Authority, he conſiders by whole 
hand he was placed there, for what End he 
was raiſed above hisBrethren;he will ſtndy to 
promote the Publick good, governing ſuch 
25 are committed to his Charge in the Fear 
of God, always remembring that account 

which 
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pon Prov. xvij. V. 27. 15 


which he muſt make. If he be an inferiour, 
he learns the dury of ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience,. with good will doing ſervice, as to the 

Lord, and not unto men, ſo doing the Will of God 
\ from the heart, by being ſubje&, not onely for 
wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. If he be a 
Maſter, he behaves himſelf towards his de- 
pendants with that ſweetneſs and good will, 
{oas to make the yoke eafie and pleaſant to 
them, knowing that his Maſter alſo is in heaven, 
and that there is no reſþe&t of perſons With him : 
And if he be a Servant, he makes Conſcience 
of doing his Maſters buſineſs, not with eye- 
ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart, 
Fearing God. It he have Children, they he 
knows are given to him that he may bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord; are they taken from him ? then 
he knows they are returned unto him that 
| gave them. 

Has he an affluence of all the good things 
of this World ? then he looks np with chank- 
tulneſs tro the Soveraign Diſpoler of -all 
things, from whoſe Bounty he has received: 
them all ; and he conſiders himſelf as the 
Steward of theſe manifold Gifts of God ; and' 
thereforetakes.care todilpence them prudent-- 


ly, 
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ly, to the honour of the Supream Lord ; 
Piouſly, to the neceſſities of his Brethren ; 
and fo by his bountifulneſs cauſecrh many 
thankſgivings unto God. He makes to him- 
ſelf Friends of the periſhing ſubſtance, that 
he may have his ſhare in the Immortal Ri- 
ches; and how large ſoever his Poſleſſions 
may be on Earth, yer his Country, his Heart, 
his Converſation 1s in Heaven. | 

Does Poygrty, or other Calamities afflict 
him ? Thel&he knows do not ſþring out of the 
ground, but ite ſent and managed by the 
Condudt of the Almighty. By thele there- 
fore he is corrected, and humbled ; inſtruct- 
ed, and improved. His'Mind, which muſt 
ſuſtain him under any difficulties, is it ſelf 
ſupported by the Divine Aſfliſtances, and the | 
conſtant chearfulneſs of a good Conſcience ; 
whoſe Comforts will refreſh his Soul, when 
the Fields ſhall yield no meat, and the Flock ſhall be 
_ cut off from the Fold. Hab.3 .17. 

In a word, whatſoever condition that is 
which is the Effect of God's Will, is alſo the 
Object of his own Choice , he deſires to be 
none other thing in this World than his good 
Providence ſhall be pleaſed ro make him ; 
therefore he can with Patience have. his ex- 

pectations 
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pectations fruſtrated, he can take any diſ- 
appointment in waat he moſt aftets; and 
tho he knows it to be his duty, to ule all 
lawtul means to preſerve to himſelf, and his 
dependants, the comforts of this kk ; yet 
when thar's done, he wiſely religns himſelf 
_ to the Sovereign Will of God, and dares not 
conteſt with him, whoſe Will we may nor, 
we cannot indeed reſiſt. To this height of 
Mind was St. Paul arrived, with ſuch an ex- 
cellent ſpirit was he endued, Fob. 4. 22. 1 
know both how to be ab: ſed, and how to abound ; 
every where, and im all thinss, I am mſtrufted, both 
to be full, andto be hungry ; both to abound,and to 
[uffer need, 

Anda man thus well prepared for all the 
contingencies of humane lite, and that can 
thus well govern himſelf in any condition 
wherein he may be placed, as the Virtuous 
and Religious Man you fee can do, muſt 
needs be a Wiſe and Underſtanding man. 


I come now to ſpeak to the Second 
Particular, wherein I propoſed to ſheww, 
what this Excellency of ſpirit is, and what 
are thoſe things eſpecially that maniteſt 
It, 
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Now for a ſpirit tobe Excellent, is to be 
endued with that Divine Temper of Mind, 
and all thoſe Perfe&tions which are apt to 
excite our Love, and our Admiration, and our 
Praiſe. To have all thoſe Qualifications 


which we cannot but Honour, and highly 


'Efteem; For Honour is an acknowledgment of 


anothers excellency. As on the other hand, baſe- 
neſs and fordidneſs of Spirit is apt to beget our 
hatred, and contempt. And then we ac- 
count the mind baſe and ſordid, when it has 
contracted ſuch Evil habits, as make a Man 
unfit for ſociety ; when it is cruel, or proud, 
or malicious,when it isperhdious,or Coward: 
ly, or ſuperſtitious ; when it is ſunk down 
in ſenſe, and become Earthly, Senſual, Devi- 
liſh. Bur that wiſdom which gives this ex- 
cellency of Spirit, is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, andeaſie to be intreated, full of Mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypo- - 
crifie. James 3. 17. 

Now this greatneſs and Excellency of Spi- 
rit, which it is a piece of natural juſtice in 
usto love and Honout,manifeſts it ſelf chief- 
ly in theſe following things. 

1. In a reſolute performance of our duty, 

nOt- - 
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notwithſtanding the dangers that it may ex- 


| poſe us unto. | 


_ 2. In a patient and magnanimous bearing 
of thoſe afflitions, or calamiries which may 
befal us. 

. 3. In a valiant reliſting all thoſe gay 
Temptations of the World, which are de- 
ſigned to draw us into Sin. 

4." In being willing and ready to Forgive 
our Enemnes. 

5. In delighting in an univerſal Benefi- 
cence, in doing good unto all Men. 

Thele are the things which diſcover the 
true greatneſs and Excellency of the wiſe 
Mans Spirit. | 

1. A reſolute performance of our duty, 
notwithſtanding the dangers which it may 
expole us unto. 

For Daniel to make his dayly Prayers to the 
God of Heaven and Earth, by whole ſpecial 
Providence he had been raiſed above all the 
Princes of Perſtz,when there was no Decree 
of the King againſt it, nor could he run any 
hazard by ſuch Devotions,was no more than 
might be expected from every 1ſraelite : Bur 
todoit when the Decree was Sealed accord- 
ing tothe Law of the Medes and Perſians,that 
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be ſhould ask no Petition ſave onely of the King ; 
not to intermit the doing of his duty onely 
for Thirty dayes, ſo to have wilely complyed 
with the Law, which he knew was purpoſe- 
ly contrived againſt himfelf, that ſo he 
might out-wit his Enemies ; and-by caution 
and prudent yielding make their folly in the 
end, more conſpicuous than their malice was: 


in the beginning : But when he knev7 that 
they had bent their Bow, and made ready their Ar- 


Fows to _ at him that Was upright in heart ; 


when the writing was ſigned, then to go in- 
to his houſe, open his hindows, pray three times a 
day to his God: as afore-time , %o the next 
Prayer he was to make, might be in the 'Den 
of. Lions ; was an argument that he deſerved 
all chat character which Belſhazzar's Queen 
had given of him, namely, that light, and wiſ- 
dom, and underſtanding, and an excellent ſþirit was 
found-in him, Dan.5.11,12. 

The like greatneſs of ſpirit was it that 
animated the three Jewes, which were ſer 
over the Afﬀairs of the Province of Babylon, 
Dan. 3. See but with what bravery they 
an{wered Nebuchadnezzar, when he required: 
them to fall down and worſhip his golden: 
Image:; and in. caſe they refuſed, were to be: 


caſt. 
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caſt the ſame hour into the mid'ſt of a burn- 
ing fiery Furnace ; We are not careful to anſwer 
thee, Tay they, m. this matter ; Tf it be ſo, our 
God whom we ſerve is able to deliver us, and he 
will deliver us ; But if not, be it known unto thee, 
that we will not ſerve thy g9ds. We know our 
Dury, and are reſolved to practile it, what- 
foever the iſſue of it ſhall be : Our God, we 
are (ure,is able todeliver us, & we truſt that 
he will do fo ; but that we leave to his Wiſl- 
dom : For tho we were ſure that he would 
not deliver us, yet we need no time to de- 
liberate what 1s beſt for us todo ; we come 
provided with an anſwer, and with a reſolu- 
tion, for we muſt worſhip the Lord our God, and 
him onely mu#t we ſerve, therefore we will net 
Worſhip thy gods. = | 

- This was that wiſdom, and ſpirit, with 
which our Lord endued his Apoſtles,and fur- 
| niſhed them for the work of the Miniſtry 

whereunto he had appointed them, which 
all their Adverfaries were not able to gain- 
ſay, nor reſiſt. By this they durſt appeal 
unto the Sanhedrim it ſelf whether they could 
be diſpenſed with, for waving their duty, 
Whether it be right m the fizht of God, to hearken 


unto you more than.unto. God, judge ye; They en- 
tred. 
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tred their Proteſtation with boldneſs, what 
they deſigned to do for the future, For we can- 
not (lay they) but ſþeak the things Which we have 
ſeen, and heard; and this made them depart 
from the preſence of the Council with joy, that they 
were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the Name 
of Chriſt. 

And tho the Apoſtles were men of the 
greateſt Caution, and Prudence unaginable ; 
molt careful in all their words, and actions, 
of giving the leaſt offence ; Men of the grea- 
teſt Compliance in all indifterent matters, 
{uch as ſtood upon no puntilio's, but yielded 
to every one, in all things that they could, 
becoming all things to all men, as our great Apoſtle 
m1" A of himſelt; living as Jewes, or Gen- 
tiles, accordingly as they converſed with . 
. them that lived under, or without the Law ; 
although, I ſay, they were men of ſuch Free- 
dom and ingenuity, and could ſuite them- 
ſelves with all tempers and diſpolitions,in all 
indifferent matters, which was not the leaſt 
Inſtance of the excellency of their Spirits : 
a in all things of plainduty, where they 
ad the command of God to bear them our, 
-w" were Men of the moſt reſolved; and 


ſteddy principles, they would endure m__ 
| 0 
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of cruel mockings, and ſcourgings, of bonds, 
' and impriſonment, and death, rather than 
they would renounce one tittle of their holy 
Faith, or be any way drawn from the per- 
formance of their dury. By this did the 
Primitive Chriſtians offer themſelves up will- 
ing ſacrifices to their Heathen perſecutors ; 
and by this did our Proteſtant Anceſtors con- 
firm the truth of their profeſſion with their 
blond. When the Papiſts made bone-fires of 
| ſuchas could not ſwallow their doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation ; perſecuted them to the 
death, that could not partake of their Altar , 
where they pretend to ſacrifice Jeſus Chriſt, 
1. C.to kill and deſtroy him, If the formal 
notion of a Sacrifice, as their own men ſay, 

| lies in the deſtruction of it; becauſe they 
could not believe that a Prieſt could make 
his God, by ſaying of a few words, and then 
pay Divine, and therefore[dolalatrical worſhip 
rothe Hoſt ; therefore muſt they . be burne 
for Hereticks; and ſo they were indeed , 

and reſolutely loſt their lives, rather thanthey 
would by any ſinful compliances renounce , 

or diſſemble their holy profeſſion ; and by _ 
that Heroick Act, gave ſtgnal proof of the va- 
lour and excellency of their Spirits. : 


2. A 
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2. A patient and magnanimous bearing 

of all the AMictions, and calamities of this 

life, is the next Inſtance of this Excellency of 
Splric. 

For the Illuſtrating of this, it may not be 
unworthy our obſervation, to take notice 
that the word in the Text tran{lated excellent, 
1s derived from one {1gaifying to ſtrengthen an 
Houſe with beams, and therefore is applied co 
him, as a Learned man oblexves, cujus animus 
contignatus e$t, et quaſi Iumiſsis trabibus compa- 'þ 
fins, h.e. fortis et malorum tolerans. To endure 
hardſhip as a good Souldier of Jeſus Chris, not to 
ſink under the preſſure of atliftions, but 
when the rain deſcends, the Floods come, the 
Winds blow, and beat upon him, then to itand 
Immoveable,and not to flinch from his foun- 
dation, is an argument of a Firm, .aſculine, 
and well-compoled pirit. 

Now by this enduring of Afictions,is not 
meant a ſtubborn and reſolved contempt of 
chem, bearing them without all ſenſe, with 
ſuch an apathy as the Stoicks, who uſed to mil- 

call things, practiſed; & by that means loſt the 
2D opportunity of improving them: Bur an hum- 
| ble, & cheerful ſubmiſſion tothe DivinePro- 
vidence,which ſends that bitter Cup unto us, 


and 


UM 


upon Prov. xvij. v. 27. 


and will not ler it paſs away from us, except - 


we drink it; in conſideration of the great 
goodneſs, and clemency, juſtice, and Sove- 
raignty of Almighty God, that he doth what- 
ſoever pleaſeth him ; that he is righteous in 


all his wayes ; and of very Faithfulneſs caul- , 
eth us to be troubled ; and that he doth not af- 


flidt willingly, nor grieve the Children of men , 
but upon very good reaſon,and to ſome good 
end, that we might be partakers of his holineſs. 
For if they come from him as acts of Juſtice, 
then it is to chaſtiſe us for our former back- 
ſlidings ; to make us remember whence we 
are fallen, and repent and return unto him ; 
If they are trials of our ſpiritual ftrength, we 
ſee the great eſteem that God hath ofus, to 
train us up thus in Military diſcipline ; that 
when he ſhall require it, we may prove our 
ſelves to be good Souldicrs of Jeſus Chriſt,and 
by ſuch exerciſes may be fitted to do, or to 
ſuffer any thing for his Name ; but if they 
ſhall be proper perſecutions, & be inflicted on us 
by the contrivance of theEyil one, becauſe we 
will adhere to. our God, and to our religion ; 
. then are they our Crown, and our Glory ; and 
under what notion ſoever they come, to bear 
them with Chriſtian patience, is a great ar- 
gument of magnanimity, that is, abt excel- 
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lent Spirit. - Magnus es wir, ſed unde ſcio ſi tibi 


ortuna non dat Facultatem exhibende virtutis * 
you think that vou have a great Spirit, ({aich 
Seneca,)but how does it appear ; It your va- 
lour was never tried by ſufferings ? Regulus, 
ſaith heJbecame famous by his rorments, it 
was thoſe which made him ſuch an example 
of fidelity, and patience ; Socyates's honour 
became more conſpicuous by his adverſaries 
calumnies; and no man could have known 
what a great perſonage Fabritius had been, If 
he had not had poverty to have conflicted 
with. Indeed, magnum exemplum niſt mala For- 
tuna non invent, it is being appointed unto death , 
(to tranſlate that in the Apoles words) that 
muſt make us a Spectacle tothe World, and to An- 


gels, and to. Men. This was the path which 


our L ord trod before us, he, for the ſuffering 
of death, was crowned with glory, and honour ; for 
it became him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, in bringmg many Sons unto 
.Glory, to make the Captain f their Salvation per- 


fed through Rr Heb. 2. 10. 


. The next inſtance, is a valiant reſiſt- 
ing all the gay Temptations of the* World, | 
when they become motives to draw us into 
Sin. 

And indeed, this ſeems an argument of 
greater 
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greater Worth and excellency then the former ; 
inasmuch as afflictions are apt to make our 
minds grow ftrong, and {inewy, make us re- 
collect our Forces,ſtand upon our Guard,and 
be more watchful to gain ſuch advantages, 
as may relieve us, and even by frequent re- 
_ fiſting we get more courage ; and fo at 
length frequently obtain the victory. Where- 
as the Temptations of the World are apt 
to looſen, and diflolve our minds, they work 
upon us inſenſibly, and before we are aware 
of them ; they have a party within our 
Breaſts, which 1s ready to prepare their way 
for them, and to give them entertainment ; 


he that endeavours to-{tudy, and underſtand 


them, though with a deſign to refift them, - 


ſometimes hazards his Innocence ; but he 
that- contracts an acquaintance with them 
loſesit; the beſt way to ſave our ſelves is to 
eſcape the pollutions of the World ; he con- 
quers its Temprations,thar flieth from them. 

We have heard of the excellency of Jo- 
ſephs Spirit, how by the ſuperabundance of 
that grace that was given unto him, he re- 
ſiſted the frequent ſolicitations of his Miſtreſs, 
though all the comforts of this World,mighr 
ſeem to depend upon his enjoying” of the 
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light of her Countenance ; and by ſubduing 


his inclinations, and overcoming, his intereſts, 
making all yield to the Divine command, 
he ſhewed himſelf ro-be in a good meaſure 
fir for the governmenr of Egypt. Upon the 
fame principle was it, that Moſes refuſed to 
be called the Son of Pharaoh's daughter,when . 
once he ſaw that thoſe honours would 
ftand berween him, and the Love and ſer- 


Vice of God; and therefore did he deſpiſe 


the pleaſures of Sin, and eſteem-the reproach 


of Chri#, greater riches than all the treaſures 


of Egypt. And he that can thus overcome 
the World, and: keep his Integrity, when ri- 
ches, and honours, and pleaſures, ſhall be 
the reward of his falling down, and wor- 
ſhiping, muſt needs be a perſon of an excel- 
lent Spirit. - 

The Devil reſerved this, for the laſt 
onlet that he made upon our Bleſſed Saviour, 
St. Matt. 4.8, 9. He ſhewed:him all the King- 


doms of the World, and the glory of them, and ſaith 


anto him, all theſe things will T give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worſhip me; upon whole re- 
tuſal, and ſharp rebuke of the impudenc 
Temprter, the Devil leavweth him, v. 11. as 
knowing, that. it was to:no- boot, to [yan 

him 
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him any longer, who had ſhewed himſelf 
ro-be all that he pretended, by his deſpiſing 
{o great an offer. 

Indeed, when we well conſider it, what 
are all the ſatisfations of this World, to the 
delires, and acquiſitions of an excellent 
mind ? what are all thoſe things that men 
make ſuch a buſtle about, for which they 
will ſacrifice their lives,and ſtudy,and heglth, 
and peace ; nay for which they willen- 
eure.their Souls, and run the hazard of being 
damn'd, but ſtraws and feathers, the trifles 
of Fools, and Children , when compared 
with the concerns of the other World, and 
with the Everlaſting portion of our under- 
ſtanding Man. 

As Scipio was going up to Heaven, Cicero 
tells us (in his Som. Scip.) that the whole earth 
appeared ſo little tro him, ut me imperij noftri 
peniterer, ({aith he ;) that he was aſhamed 
of his victories,aud triumphs, amazed at his 
madneſs in Fighting. about Kingdomes , 
which now fcarce appeared ; and he could 
not but look down with contempt, upon all 
the Glory of the World which he had. lefr 
behind -him.; The nearer ſurely that any one is 
to Heaven. the leſs conſiderable will this World ap- 


pear in his Eye... 4. The 
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4. The next inſtance of this excellent 
Spirit, is forgiving, and loving of our Ene- 
mies. 

To ſee things clearly, and diſtin@ly, and 
ro give unto every one of them their proper 
eſteem, notwithſtanding the confution, and 
diſorder, that they may put themſelves into, 
by their animotities, and il] govern'd pal- 
ſons ; to be able to leperate betwixt-a mans 
SinSznd his perſon; and to purſue this with 
Love, and thoſe with remedies ; not to be 
prejudiced againſt an enemy by injuries, and 
ungrateful dealing ; bur to ſee, and love in 
him, that which is truely amiable, and to 
do good unto him, for thoſe chara&ers of 
the divine Image, that are yet viltble in him; 
This 1s Hm, | to ſhew our ſelves to be of 
noble, and divine extraction ; to be like'unto 
our Father which is in Heaven, who is good un- 
to the unthankful, and to the Evil; and- has 
therefore commanded us to love our Enemies, 
to bleſs them that curſe us,and to pray for them that 
deſpightfully uſe us, and perſecute us ; that ſo we 
may be the Children of our Father which is in hea- 
ven ; and perfeft, even as our Father which is in 
Heaven is perfe&t. S. Matt. 6. 44. and 48. 


This is the ornament of that meek and qui- 
ef, 
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et, and cool Spirit, which is in the ſight of 
God, of great price. This 1s the fruit of 
that humility, which the holy doctrine, and 
example of our Lord teacheth us, ind to 
which he hath promiſed the higheſt exal- 
ration. 

To the performance of this duty we are 
obliged, not onely, for the honour and cre- 
dit of our religion, whereof this great law of 
charity is by ſome thought to be a peculiar pre- 
cept ; but alſo by all the benefits which we 
hope to obtain by our Chriſtianity ; For we 
can upon no other ſcore expect remiſſion of 
our Sins at Gods hands, for Chriſts ſake, bur 
even as we from our hearts forgive, every one our 
Brother his treſpaſſes. 

Put on therefore as the eleft of Gel boly ad 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, bumbleneſs 
of mind, meekneſs, Long ſuffering ; ;. Forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, .Tf any 
man harve a quarrel again$t any : erven as Chriit 
for e afor you, ſo alſo doye. Andlet all bitter- 


neſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,and evil- 


ſheaking be put away from you, with all malice. 
For . Be co delight in revenge, and to re- 
urn ſpight, and ill-will, for i injury, has been 
alwaies counted an argument of a weak and 


Feminine Spirit ; Such 
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Such perſons 'may not be fatisfied without 
the ruine of their Enemies ; nay, not well 
pleaſed unleſs they may be the Executioners 
' of the miſchief; but this is a moſt hateful 
temper, ſuch as ſets a man at the» greateſt di- 
ſtance from all the kindneſs and mercy of 
Heaven, and makes him onely fit for the ſo- 
ciety of Dervils, and damned Spirits. 

5. The laſt Inſtance, is delighting in 
Univerſal beneficence,in doing goodunto all 
Men. 

It was the hymn of the Angels at the birth 
of our Lord,that Gods good will towards men,was 
glory to him m the higheſt, and on Earth peace ; 
and we cannot make Gods glory more ilhu- 
{trious, then by imitating his good will, in 
doing of much good unto others. By re- 
joycing over the happy, and proſperous 
man, and bleſſing of God for the good things 
which our Neighbour enjoys ; By relieving 
the neceſlities of the poor, liberally, and 
chearfully ; viſiting , and comforting the 
ſick ; providing for Orphans ; redeeming 
of Priſoners, and captives. Endeavouring 
by frequent Prayers,by ſeaſonable Councel, 
by good ts: A to bring into the way of 
Piety, ſuch as are ſtrangersroir ; to confirm 
| and 
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ſet themſelves. againſt it ; this is to walk, as we 
have had our Lord for an Example, who went about 
doing good; This is _— to imitate the divine be- 


| 3x 
-and eſtabliſh. thoſe that. already walk. in it; and i 
by the Spirit of meekneſs to oppoſe: them that 


neficence, and to give {ignal reſtimony of an ex+ - 


cellent Spirit. | 2b 

God doth much good to all his creatures, meer- 
ly for the ſake of the excellency of the a&t of domg 
good ; and all things are delightful ro him, onely 
as they imitate, and receive his goodneſs. By it 
does he communicate of his fulneſs with pleaſure, 
and receives the ſervices of his Saints with ſatis- 


faction: This is the Fountain of all thoſe graci- 


ous maniteſtations which he has made of himlelf 
to the World, wherein he hath abounded towards it in 


all Wiſdom and Prudence ; and not onely his Eternal 
Power, and Godbead,but his goodneſs allo is clearly ſeen 
by the things that are made, having made every thing 


good about us, for our greater, and fuller felicity. 
Ic is to this that we mult aſcribe our Redemption, 
It is becauſe he is loving unto every Man, and be- 


.cauſe he takes no pleaſure in the death ofa Sinner, 
'but delights:in-{hewing mercy which is his great- 


eſt glory, that he manifeſted the exceeding great riches 


-of this Grace, an his kindneſs towards us in ChriSt Jeſus ; 


and ſent his Son into the World, that the World through 


him: might” be. faved.”:i' Finally, ir is this Immenſe 
p «. Þ | good- 
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goodneſs which has prepared for all thoſe thar 
tove him in ſincerity, a crown of righteouſnefs, :full- 
nefs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. nals: 

And if this delighting in Beneficence wete bur the 
great principle of all our actions, how happy 
might we make our ſelves, andall that are about 
us. This would transform Earth into Paradiſe, 
and one man would become inſtead of Ged to 
another. 'This would remove all mh and evil- 


ſpeaking, hatred,and contention our of the World, 
it would lay the axe to that root of bitterneſs, 


whence ſpring flanders, and back-bitings , duels, 
and fightmgs ; and would introduce into it, peace, 
and bounty, order, and harmony, joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. This would declare us to -- 
be the Children of the higheft, when we can do good, 
and lend (as our ws commands us) hoping is 10+ 
thiug again ; even when our doing good may ſome- 
times interfere with our ſecular intereſts; this in- 
deed manifeſts the true excellency of Spirit. 

I come now to the laſt thing I propoſed to-ſpeak 
unto, namely to ſhew briefly, _.. 
2. How this Divine Wiſdom contributes to the 
Emobling of the mind,foasto make a man in whom 
it reſides, be Emphatically called one of an excellent 


fpirit. And this it does in theſe following Parti- 


culars. | RF 
1. By inlightning the Mind, and informing it 


with 


pou Prov. XVy. v. 27. 
with the knowledg of the beſt, and moſt excellem 
things.» | # | 
2. By regulating and governing the affetions 
of our _ IN ; | 
. By bringing peace and tranquility to our 
Minds giving Tom that eaſe and rafaction with- 


out which no man can have a great and. Excellent 


ſpirit. 

4. By teaching us to improve the excellency of 
moſt humane actions. | 

1. Divine Wiſdom helps toexalt and ennoble our 
Minds,and to form excellent ſpirits within us, by 
| inlighrning our underſtandings, and informing us 
with the knowledg of the belt and moſt excellent 
'* chings. © PE 

For fo much more darkneſs as is upon our Minds, 

ſo much more ſhall we be prone to Errour, and 
SuperFtition ; which will cauſe diſorder, and con- 
fuſion in our actions, inconſtancy in our reſolutions; 
which will employ our Minds abour little affairs, 
unworthy of their dignity ; will make-us ſhoor 
ynder that noble Mark to which we ſhould dire&t 
them, and beget a great lowneſs, and: degeneracy 


of {pirit'in us.  But-now when Wiſdom entreth into 


thine heart, and Knowledy is pleaſant to thy Soul, Diſ+ 
cretion ſhall preſerve thee, UnderStanding ſhall keep thee, 
and deliver thee from the way of the evil man. This will 


enlarge thy Underſtanding,enable it to ſee beyond 
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the narrow bounds of time and ſenſe, to behold 
things that are inviſible, to look within the ail, Whi-. 


ther the Fore-runney ts for 15 entred, and to know hum 
that paſſeth all knowledge. And then thou wilc 
find thy feet ſer in a large room, and that thou canſt 
run the way of Gods Commandments, when he 
has thus enlarged thy heart, with the knoivledge 
of the moſt uſeful, and cxcelloas things. For ſuch 
they are, whichhis Divine Wiſdom teacheth us. 
For it clearly reveals to us, the noble{t end unto. 
which we can aſpire, namely the attainment of 
that life and Immortality, which our Lord purcha- 
ſed for all thoſe that obey him ; and furniſherh us 
with che true means that will qualihe us for it,and 
conduct us to it ; by teaching us to be like unto. God. 
by our living up ro the dighity of our rational 
| om and of our holy profeſſion, | 

. By regulating and governing the affections 
o*+« our Mind. 
The affe ns are not unfily ſtyled by ſome, the 
Wings and Chariot of the Soul ; For by them 1s the 
Soul carried forth towards thoſe objects which de- 
lighr it, with joy, and briskneſs;. and Alyes thoſe 
which it has an averſion for, with eagernels : Now 
when the affections are diſorderly and Immode- 
rate, the Soul is driven by them as the Chariot of 
' the Sun is ſaid to have bin by Phaeton, our of its 


oper road, into dangerous untrodden paths, to . 
| the 


portrays Kvijew2 
the manifeſt hazard'of rhe Rider ; or. as ShipFinithe. 
Sea that are driven by fierce, Winds, ang want a 
Prudens Goverpour. ar. the Helm, whicherſdever the: 
wind.lifteth, The irregularity, of the paſſions nar-, 


row and contract the Mind, brings it into ſtraits, 


and dithculties, weakens its cognoſcitive and motive 
Faculties, makes i it unfit to diſcern, and unable to. 
perform its leveral offices. But. now this Wiſdom 
introduceth light and order among the affections ,by 
ſetting.,every one of them about their proper work, 
preſcribing to them their due bounds, i | laying un- 
to each of them, Hitherto, (halt chow come, and no 
furth er 
This refines and ſublimares our Lave, it teacheth. 
us what,and-how far we ſhould love, by giving, us 
clear and diſtin&t Notions of every object s loveli- 
nels.; and ſo informeth-us, what kind, and degree 
of. :f:tion. we ſhould beſtow upon the things 
of this life; and with what zeal, and ardour we. 
ſhould purſue thoſe which concern the next. . This. 
diſcovers what Foundation we may have for a ſure 
and ſtedfaft Hope ; or what ground for a diſcreetand 
rational Fear ; what bottom we may lay: for a laſting 
Joy; and how we may, make ſorrow, and heavineſs 
fee away. In ſumm, it teacheth us how we may 


make all onr Paſbions inſtruments of Religion and 


Virtue, and lo fþiritualize, and' ennoble even the 
inferiour Faculties, of. the Soul, make them fit, and 


ready 
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ready for every good work and highly ſerviceable 
co the ſuperiour, and more ſpiritual powers of the 
Mind; and conſequently muſt needs add muchito 


TR a 


the Excellency of the ſpitit. Which chis Wiſdom 


does further promore 
'3. By bringing Peace and Tranquility to our 
Minds,giving them that eaſt and ſatisfaction with- 
out which no- man can have a great and Excellent 
ſpirit. = 
For when the Mind is not at eaſe;when all is nor 
peace within,but the ſtorms which ariſe there ruffle 
it,and put it ont of its own poſture ; this muſt needs 


hinder its true Magnaninuty, and make it Cowardly, 


and Superſtitions ; apt to ſuſpett the worſt that can 


happen, and yet unable to provideagainſt it, or to 
ſuſtain it when'it does come. The wicked flee (faith 
the Wiſe Man) when no man purſueth,but the Righteous 


are as bold as a Lion. Thoſe are jealous of every evil 


that may fall out ; for they look within themlel ves, 
and find nothing bur darkneſs, and dinneſS of anguiſh; 
but the other know not how to be apprehenſtve 
of danger, fince they ſee nothing in themſelves 
whence it may ariſe. An inſtance of thoſe,is Cain, 
who became a Yagabond upon the Earth, afraid leſt 
every one that mer him would lay him; and of 
theſe, are they that could ſay, We will not fear tho the 
Earth be removed, tho the Mountains be carried into the 
midſt of the Sea, Plal. 46.2. or as David, tho I walk 


through 


ont 


—_ 
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| through the valley'ofe the ſhudowof .daath;. 1 wit. feax.no- 
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- Now: it is'the-propetty-of this Wiſdom, which'is 
firſt pure, and chen peaceable;to'bring eale and quiet 


to our Minds. |. 'Fhis gives us an-account of , aur 


Eftates from judgment;and certdinty,and nar. from 
-conjecture.and fanby; Fr informs us truly what we 


are,and tells us alfo-what we may be; that we are | 


-bornto nigh and mighty things; that:weareamngade 
capable of:great honours,andyalt Inflergahces,angl 
everlafting; Pleaſures, fuck as:ſhall[/nor ywalt-chem- 
ſelves in the enjoyment, nor evercloy -us,..tho,we 
ſhall live to. Ecernity upon them; and ghis i5; 
rocreate joy and-delight-in auws:Minds;! and yt 
quently to.exalr and raiſe our ſpirits; | Which this 
Divine Wiſdom doth _ + ..; erred ON 
4. Laſtly,by teaching usto injprove.the.vyorth 
of moſt humanea&iohs; and as a,Vige Nan of ippr 
own has well obferved, taſtrictsusre.caife themto 


a higher pitch of Excellency than.of cheir owh Na- 
xure they are capable.. .._ uu hl gd bo 
For this teaches us to ſerve God by the works of 


our ordinary Callirigs;} by ulihg ftrict Juſtice in all 


our dealings ; by referring the ſucceſs of all our 


labours to his blefling, and giving God the glory of 


all.our proſperity. By-caking the diſappointment, 
andmilcarriage of our wgrks,and deſigns, patiegt- 
ly; and waiting his gogd. pleaſare,. and; his. owh 

| time, 
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tier benny: ſiciefs;" Byrinckingun induftrions 
and diligent in our ſeveral Vocations,yerfres from 
that ſolicitude and care of the"iflae:of our; affairs, * 
which would diſturb' 'our repoſe; and- hinder /bitr 
Souls from enjoying the good) and ſweetof all the 
!1abour, and travebauhich we' hae cakentinderthe 
"Stir; "This'will keep the:Iifdom of rhe Polficivr 
From degenerating/1nto Cunning; it- will/botrom 
od ye the firm Prigoiples of Honeſty. and Integri- 
; in@each Ris to-acknowledge hinvin'allqhis 
ae 'whorakes'the- wile in his: oiviny craftineſs. 
And Finally,ir- willceach usallfo to uſe thisWorld, 
asr6t abulrag it, and foto husband our Portion-in 
this life; tharar che Grear Day of Accounts, our 
Lord may ſay toievety-one'of us, Welbdone good and 
faithful Servant thou hait been faithful over a few things, 
Twill make-thee Raler over many thinss,. enter thou in- 
ro the joy'of thy" Popd,. To whom: with the Father, 
and the Hol Ghoſt, /Fhree Perſons;and One:God, 
beaſcribed/by scand his whole Church all Praiſe 


.and Adoration both now ,and: for evermore; Amen. 
; AM1G77 217 vJ bot. a4 0. F 


oil] © BEADS, | EY 
xainrr, _ 49A 5 ode FP 7a: 1 me. /l= 
TIA Linzz: teat; Beconre. 3 91 —— 


r:he.p161.11 xithiſe. {A [(*+ 


z ne de 


